
 

 
    

 

Bio for Twilla Coates 

Running for Councillor Vote Monday, Oct.20 

 

Family to many town residents I have put down roots 

here, moving here after having lived in Edmonton taking 

over the responsibility of my late mothers properties. 

While attending university in Edmonton I studied 

Engineering and Environmental Sciences and 

Conservation. My most passionate areas were 

Planning, Psychology and Soil Agrology. Having lived in 

Edmonton, the festival city and entrepreneur capital of 

Canada, I was on my condominium board for over a 

decade. Serving as president we undertook several 

major renovations. During my work in the city I became 

one of the highest paid merchandisers in Canada. I 

represented the company at trade shows and oversold 

store sales targets by 60%. I put time into staying active, running and biking in the ravine 

paths, cross country skiing on the track the Nordic ski club maintained in the Victoria park 

golf and country club. Being an active person year round in the gym, Yoga and Boxing, I 

have noticed Hanna has some impressive facilities and envision a more active future for its 

residents. One of my hobbies in the city was studying filmmaking with groups like FAVA(Film 

and Visual Arts Association). I took screenwriting classes and video kitchens that teach the 

art of directing. I entered many short film contests and festivals and enjoyed the creative 

community immensely.  

I hope to help shape the town around what its citizens need and how its citizens want to use 

it. Our local industry is in transition however many things have remained. I hope to work on 

developing our undiscovered gems and attracting new life and jobs to this town creating 

sustainable growth. I'd like to see our town's historical center, crafting and creative 

community thrive, attract projects and festivals. Our library, our school and our community 



 

centers could offer programs and support to the arts community and youth here. We could 

work on increasing programs for tourism transportation and ride share so our community and 

those around us are less isolated. We have a great tradition of Music in the park, I would 

love to see that grow into additional festivals and events. We have bird watching groups here 

and an opportunity for more dark sky observation groups and tours as well. In the winter our 

tourism falls, however inter-provincial prequalifying races are held through the Nordic club. 

The town might also host Ice sculpture competitions and create candy cane lanes and tree 

festivals to celebrate year round and raise funds for the many community and Charity 

organizations like Santa Anonymous. 

Hanna's infrastructure is aging, most of our homes in this town require upgrades. I'd like to 

ensure the town helps its citizens gain access to community support, tools and funding to 

help make their dreams possible.  Increase property values with grant programs using our 

resources at LYNKS programs, create community support organizations for upgrades and 

affordable home development partnerships developing a reuse center and waste 

management. Taking care of our town will require good developer partnerships and ensuring 

funding for affordable homes and low income rentals with the organizations like the CMHC 

and the brand new BCH.  

My hope for Hanna involves focusing on developing more prosperity for our existing 

businesses and tackling the GFL issue to engineer a win-win. The areas our town needs to 

focus on is rezoning, working on expediting our permitting procedures and developing 

partnerships with program coordinators in federal and provincial grant programs.  I'd like to 

see the town grow, but plan to grow it in a way that takes advantage of what we already 

have in more helpful ways. Our residents could benefit from better disaster awareness 

procedures and facilities. We would also benefit from more energy grid resiliency projects to 

ensure less power outages during weather. All these will create more jobs that are stable 

enough to support, increase in our population, our housing and tax base. 

 

I look forward to serving this community. 

Sincerely, 

Twilla Coates 

  

 


